
14-09-06 5:54 PMLowertown landowner applies to demolish buildings | Ottawa Citizen

Page 1 of 4http://ottawacitizen.com/news/local-news/lowertown-landowner-applies-to-demolish-buildings

Lowertown landowner applies to
demolish buildings
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Lowertown landowner Claude Lauzon wants to demolish his deteriorated and empty residential
property on King Edward Avenue, between Murray and Clarence streets, so it can be replaced with a new
rental building.

Lauzon hopes to build a six-storey building there, with commercial use on the ground floor, said Murray
Chown, a senior project manager at Novatech Engineering, which is working with the Claude Lauzon
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Group. Plans for the new development haven’t been formally registered with the city yet, although
demolition applications have been filed for 260 Murray St. and 261 to 279 King Edward Ave.

Chown said Lauzon’s intentions are to file site plan applications in about the next month to seek the city’s
approval, so construction could start as early as 2015. There is “absolutely” no intention to leave the site
vacant, Chown said, but buildings need to be demolished to move forward.

“Some of the existing buildings on that property have deteriorated to a point where they should be
demolished rather than trying to repair them in anticipation of this development,” Chown said.

The King Edward Avenue building is fenced off, with windows boarded up. Part of a brick facade appears to
have collapsed and bricks have been left on the ground. Outside of the Murray Street house, garbage has
collected near the demolition application notice.

The city and Lauzon are in a legal battle regarding one of his other properties, a derelict, century-old
schoolhouse at 287 Cumberland Ave. As well as concerns about the schoolhouse, Mayor Jim Watson called
on Lauzon to fix up several of his properties, at a press conference convened last year outside two of
Lauzon’s vacant buildings on Beechwood Avenue.

Chown, who is working with the Lauzon group on “a number of projects,” said he wouldn’t comment on
Tuesday about other properties including the school house. “We’re working towards moving forward with a
very attractive redevelopment of that (King Edward Avenue) site and that’s our role in the project,”
Chown said.

Rideau-Vanier Coun. Mathieu Fleury said he has “mixed feelings” about the demolition application,
partially because he’s yet to see the full Lauzon plan. “I’m happy because I don’t want to see vacant
buildings,” Fleury said. “I’m worried that whatever they propose, can they do (it) in the near future as they
promise? And is it something that the community will like?”

Fleury said Lauzon could ask to demolish without the intention of rebuilding immediately but that the
city would likely put restrictions in place to avoid a long-term vacancy.

“It is a prime site and we want to make sure that it just doesn’t stay vacant for an extended period of time,”
Fleury said.

City staff didn’t respond by deadline to questions about whether the demolition would require council
approval.
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Anneke Dubash ·  Top Commenter

This slum landlord has allowed every property he has owned, some for decades, including many
heritage properties, to deteriorate so he can tear them down and develop them. There should be a
mechanism that allows the city to confiscate properties that have sat empty and protect them. The
owners should be prevented from buying more properties. Lauzon is notorious.

Reply · Like ·  · June 25 at 9:47pm3

Pauline Bogue · St. Mary's High School

Restoring these buildings will look so much better than anything that could replace them.

Reply · Like ·  · June 25 at 5:20pm2

Judith Robertson

I'm with you, Pauline. And while he's at it, I'd like to see Lauzon restore some of his
properties on Beechwood that need TLC.

Reply · Like · June 26 at 5:18am

Martha Scott ·  Top Commenter · Nova Scotia College of Art and Design University

One of the last few remaining Lowertown row houses. If you take a look at the state of the foundation
and brick work it IS possible to restore this building. What is required is the WILL to save the building. All
over the world are much the same buildings being restored to encourage tourism, provide housing and
be green by not sending entire buildings to the landfill.

Reply · Like ·  · June 25 at 4:22pm1

Barbara Ann MacMahon-Firestone ·  Top Commenter

I agree 100% with Martha Scott on thso one. Also before he is allowed to do anything he should at least
do something about Beechwood Avenue it is a disgrace.!!@!!! THE CAPITOL
OF CANADA?????

Reply · Like · June 25 at 9:23pm
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