
 

 

 

 
Mr. Tobi Nussbaum 
CEO National Capital Commission, and 
The Board of the National Capital Commission 
 
Sent by email to: tobi.nussbaum@ncc-ccn.ca 
 
Re: The Alexandra Bridge and Informed Decision-Making 

 
Dear Mr. Nussbaum,  
 
The decision to demolish the Alexandra Bridge had been taken without a full analysis of options for 
retention and rehabilitation. The Alexandra Bridge Coalition (la Coalition pour le pont Alexandra 
ABC/CPA) represents a broad membership in both Ottawa and Gatineau with supporters from across the 
country, who represent environmental, heritage, and active transportation interests. 
 
Informed Decision-Making 
 
Studies of the bridge undertaken to date are posited on this crossing’s continued – and even increased - 
use for vehicular traffic, with no consideration of options for non-vehicular, active transportation, and 
the potential for the historic Alexandra Bridge to serve this purpose. Informed decision-making calls for 
thorough studies that analyse options for rehabilitation for active transportation, studies which take into 
account the socioeconomic, transportation planning, cultural and heritage significance, life cycle 
assessment and environmental impacts. A peer review of the condition of the bridge and options to 
restore/repurpose the bridge for active transportation should also be undertaken.  
 
Sustainability 
 
Canada must meet its sustainability targets. It is unthinkable that the federal government plans to 
release massive amounts of carbon by commissioning a new vehicular bridge that will increase traffic 
into the residential neighbourhoods of two cities, and that will waste the embodied carbon present in an 

The Alexandra Bridge Coalition asks the project to demolish the Alexandra 
Bridge be halted, pending the completion and publication of the required 
studies of all options, including the rehabilitation of the bridge for active 

transportation.  

An independent peer review of these options is also requested. 



 

 

existing bridge that can be rehabilitated to serve for active transportation and green public transit. All 
without studies of sustainability options. 
 
The Alexandra Bridge has been recognized for its historic, structural, and environmental values. The AB 
Coalition looks forward to providing constructive input to PSPC in order to help the federal government 
meet its environmental, economic and cultural objectives. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
The Alexandra Bridge Coalition / La Coalition pour le pont Alexandra 
Info.abc.cpa@gmail.com 
 
 
Co-Signed: 

Heritage Ottawa / Patrimoine Ottawa 

The National Trust for Canada / La Fiducie nationale du Canada 

La Fédération Histoire Québec (FHQ) 

Ontario Association of Architects (OAA) 

Architectural Conservancy of Ontario (ACO) 

Architects DCA 

La Société d’histoire de l’Outaouais (SHO) 

La Société franco-ontarienne du patrimoine et de l’histoire d’Orléans 

Le Centre régional d’archives de l’Outaouais  

Transport Action Canada 

Greenspace Alliance for Canada’s Capital 

Le Conseil régional de l’environnement et du développement durable de l’Outaouais 

MOBI-O (Centre de gestion des déplacements de l’Outaouais) 

Ecology Ottawa 

Action vélo Outaouais (AVO) 

Bike Ottawa 

l’Association des résidents de l’Île de Hull (ARIH) 

l’Association du patrimoine du ruisseau de la Brasserie 

Les Amis de Wychwood 

Cantley 1889 

Lowertown Community Association 



 

 

Rockcliffe Park Residents Association 

Manor Park Community Association 

Action Sandy Hill 

Vanier Community Association 

Kanata Lakes Community Association 

Haunted Walks Inc. 

Fâcheux Théatre 

For Our Kids / Parents fort he Planet Ottawa-Gatineau 

BON WEEKEND.info 

Kichesippi Beer Co. 

Gardens Ottawa 

 

CC: 

Hon. Filomena Tassi, Minister, Public Works & Procurement Canada 

Jim Watson, Mayor of Ottawa 

France Bélisle, Mairesse de Gatineau 

Mr. Greg Fergus, MP 

Ms. Mona Fortier, MP 

City of Ottawa Councillor Mathieu Fleury 

Steve Moran, Conseiller, Ville de Gatineau  

Lowertown Community Association 

Action Sandy Hill 

Canadian Society for Civil Engineering  

Federation of Community Associations 

Ottawa City Councillor Tim Tierney 

Lucille Collard, MPP 

Marie-France Lalonde, MPP 

David McGuinty, MPP 

Royal Architectural Society of Canada. 

 


